Cochleovestibular symptoms related to the site of vestibular schwannoma.
The purpose of the investigation was to study the symptoms that may provide clues to the early diagnosis of vestibular schwannoma (VS). The symptoms associated with VS in 41 patients were compared with the tumour locations detected by magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). There were 9 (22%) mainly intracanalicular and 32 (78%) mainly extracanalicular tumours. MRI visualized the enhancement of the intracanalicular nerve in 27 of 32 extracanalicular schwannomas. Hearing impairment was found as an initial symptom equally frequently in patients with intra- or extracanalicular VS. Tinnitus was reported as the first symptom more often in patients with extracanalicular VS and dizziness more often in patients with intracanalicular tumours. At the time of diagnosis, unilateral hearing loss was present in 98% of patients, independent of tumour location. Likewise, dizziness was found equally frequently in both patient groups. Instead, tinnitus was found almost significantly more frequently in patients with intracanalicular VS (p = 0.07). Although statistically insignificantly so, neurological symptoms were more common in patients with extracanalicular VS (p = 0.45).